Ll DSk s L Ll (= F N B S Ao N el SN S 8 actoud 2001 1silr F.o2

553355
RECEIVED

0CT 1.9 2001

Department of Energy/Yucea Mountain Site Characterization Study comments
Dicar Folks:

Thanks for the opportunity te comment on your plan to store high Jevel nuclear wastes at Yucea
Monntais. In thie time that we fiog growing threals (» our nation's security and satety, Yucea Mountain is
certainly relevent. The citizens of Southern Nevads and Eastern Califoenia will face safety, security and
health isues for tes thousand years if the Yueca Mountain (epusilary is allowed e be built.

1 believe there are better alternatives to building Yucca Mountain, Oneis to reprocess the unspent fivel
and regycle it into the nuclear power plant cycle. With enly aboul e pereent of the the fuel rod
consumed in the initial power plant cycle, it makes no sense to store the remaining ninety percent, How
wasteful.

The DOE and other government apencies should put their energy into repealing any treaties that ban
our ability to re-process the fuel and begin reprocessing it Other nations ave doing this. We certainty
have the technology. By recyeling the fuel as many times as we can we will reduce the amoumt of nuclear
waste that we eventually have to sore. We may not need 4 site the size of Yusca Mogatain, Lels use
what we have aned retire ftom the nucjear power field.

We should store the material n dry casks af the site of the power plants that goncrated it, not wider ¢
sacred mountain in the Nevada desert, There are still too many questions unanswered by DOE studies
relative to seismic/volcanic threats. the migration of nuclear eloments into the water table and offsite, aud
the ability to adequately store these maserials some of which may remain toxic for 500,000 years.

unto neighboring aquifers in just fifty years. The DOE ¢laims that Yuocs Mountain is 2 dry site but have
you factored radical climate changes into your hydrologic models, the kind that could be generated by the
consequences of global warming. I worry about people. pupfish and a national park to the east of Yueca
Mountain. : ' o

Als0 on my mind is the turbulent history of velcanie seismic activity in the Yucca Mountain ares.
Thats obvious to anybody who has visited the site or traveled nearby, Earthquakes have even been
vocurting during the site characterization studies and | don't believe modeling can trully characterize what
may happen during the next ten thousand years. There ure a number of hot springs in the area ané =
obviously ulvl of heat In the rocks. [f there i any reasonable doubt that 4 geologic event could take place
at Yucce Mountain we shouid [eave jt glone. But can we trust the DOE to level with us. With your
horrific record on avvourttibility on other matters nuclear, like Hanford, its not surprising the leve] of
mistrust and cynicism out there abowt Yucca Mountzin, Can we believe that you will etr on the side of
public snfety sad health w e driven Dy the intense pressures of the nuctear utilites who want to get the
stuff out of their backyard and into the mountsin, And there is the small matter of six billion dollarg
already thrown down the hele at Yues Muuntain, .

Live in the Owens Valley und occasionally visit southegstern Inyo county, the communities of

year. Let the process run its course before moving onto the next step.

With a design capacity of 70,000 tone of high level Wasle, We cau slure what we've generated already
and a little bit more. It seéms to me that if we continue to generate guclear power in this COUntry as ax
alternative to dirty coal and oil, Yiees Mountain could be obsclete in a hundred years. 'What then is the
provision for stering enscing high level waste generated by future generations. This is 3 terrible iegaey
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we've cranted for fiture generations and another security nightmars for our couny,

Another thought, I really think Yucea Mountain is moot until the federal government deals with iz
obligations under the Ruby Valley Treaty of 1864, giving title to Yucca Mountain to the Western
Shoshotie nation. [ am concemed about the physical and spiritual implications of storing such poisons on
lands that may not helomg to ve.

In conclusion, for the above reasons, I cannot give a repository at Yucea Mountsin a resounding vote
of confidence and [ feel Secretary Atraham should not recommend the site to the Prosident. Plcasc look
at the alternatives to Yucca Mountain and alternative energy sources that may not lsave a problem of this
magnitude for our children's children’s children’s. .. ... T welcome 4 response to the pointe T've rajced.
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